THE READING ROOM AND IRON LIBRARY
by Labrouste, who imitated some features in the Salle de Travail of
the Bibliotheque Nationale at Paris* Panizzi's friend Prosper M6rimee
said that it was "destine a servir de type"; but though there have been
circular reading rooms built since, there is none, except perhaps that
at Leeds University, built only the other day, which repeats its best
features. 3
The bust of Panizzi by Marochetti, later placed over the door of
the Room, occupies a place for which Smirke had suggested a bust of
Minerva or, alternatively, of Queen Victoria.
The Trustees ordered that the Superintendent, who had, it will be
remembered, previously been a selected member of the lower staff,
should henceforward be the Senior Assistant Keeper in the Depart-
ment. He is still always a Deputy-Keeper (the modern name for an
Assistant Keeper) but not necessarily,the Senior. Watts accordingly
became the first Superintendent of the new Room, not much to his
own satisfaction, since he was a rather shy man, and he did not wish
to leave the work of Placer of books. He continued his work as chief
selector of purchases, however.
The books in the Room were catalogued in a special catalogue.
There had been since 1839 a MS. catalogue of those in the old
Reading Room, but the new reference library was much larger and
was a quite new selection.4 Manuscripts as well as printed books were
still sent into the one Reading Room, only what we call "Extra-
select" MSS. being (inconveniently) seen in the Department, there
being as yet no Students' Room. Madden suggested special Attendants
to supervise readers of MSS., but did not get his way, and this was a
more reasonable grievance than most of his. Nor was there at first
any Reserve Room for rare books. And facilities for hand-washing
were only provided in 1868.
The Iron Library was an even more remarkable achievement than
the Reading Room itself. Apart from the reduction of fire risk an
immense space was saved by eliminating brick supports and substi-
tuting metal. Never before, certainly at so small a cost, had there been
erected shelving for nearly a million books. Modern stack-building
has, of course, improved on it, substituting steel for cast-iron and
economizing space; but the Iron Library is the honoured ancestor of
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